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China opposes sanctions for good reasons
Xi: Expanding penalties would put global economy, order, public well-being at risk
By ZHANG YUNBI

 Editor’s Note: China Daily presents a series of analyses to help readers around the world better understand the how and why behind China’s views and decisions on the Ukraine situation. This is the first installment of the series.
  One month after the Ukraine crisis broke out, China and an increasing number of like-minded nations, particularly developing countries, have voiced objection to unilateral sanctions by United States-led Western countries.
  The reasons are clear: Such sanctions will only make the crisis last even longer, break international rules and order, worsen people’s livelihoods and aggravate the humanitarian tragedy, officials and analysts said.
  One of the clear messages against these sanctions is from President Xi Jinping. He told US President Joe Biden on March 18 that sweeping and indiscriminate sanctions would only make the people suffer.
  If further escalated, the sanctions could trigger serious crises in global economy and trade, finance, energy, food, and industrial and supply chains, crippling the already languishing world economy and causing irrevocable losses, Xi said.
  “China has all along opposed unilateral sanctions that have neither basis in international law nor mandate of the (United Nations) Security Council,” and “imposing sanctions is like ‘putting out fire with firewood’ and will only make things worse”, Vice-Foreign Minister Le Yucheng said at a forum on Saturday.
  Zhu Jiejin, a professor of global governance studies at Fudan University’s School of International Relations and Public Affairs, said, “The recently imposed sanctions are shaking the existing international financial order while dealing heavy blows to the already shaky recovery of the global economy amid the COVID-19 pandemic.”
  The decision to partly ban Russia from SWIFT, the global messaging system for financial transactions, is “actually turning globalization into a ‘weapon’ and dampening the world’s faith in globalization’s future”, Zhu said.
  “Also, maximizing sanctions to the extreme will only lead to more extreme consequences,” he said.
  A joint statement issued on Sunday by the foreign ministries of China and Algeria responded to the Ukraine crisis and said both countries oppose indiscriminate application of unilateral sanctions without the support of international law.
  Both countries urged avoiding the sabotaging of international rules and harming the livelihoods of people of various countries.
  None of the other BRICS members－Brazil, India, China and South Africa－has joined in the sanctions against fellow member Russia. G20 members such as Mexico also declined to do so.
  Walter Russell Mead, a distinguished fellow at the US Hudson Institute think tank, said China’s basic approach－not endorsing Moscow’s moves and resisting Western efforts to punish Russia－"has garnered global support”.
  In an article published in The Wall Street Journal on Monday, Mead said, “The West has never been more closely aligned,” and “It has also rarely been more alone”.
  The latest episode in the punitive pushes from the West is that the European Union is mulling its fifth package of sanctions against Russia.
  The ongoing drive for more sanctions is unlikely to achieve what the Western countries want, but could possibly worsen global inflation, said Ding Yifan, a research fellow at the Development Research Center of the State Council’s Institute of World Development.
  The Ukraine crisis is developing in a way that goes beyond itself with spillovers affecting the whole world, and “the momentum of world economic recovery should not be disrupted”, said Foreign Ministry spokesman Wang Wenbin on Monday.
  Wang spoke of the widely shared view that when addressing regional and international hot-spot issues, war and sanctions are not the only options, and dialogue and negotiation are the fundamental way out. “The people should by no means be made to bear the brunt of geopolitical conflicts and major-country rivalry,” he said.
  “Unlike the sanctions leveled in recent years, this time more countries, international companies, civic groups and even international organizations joined the ranks of those imposing sanctions. By taking a side, they attempt to avoid also being sanctioned,” said Li Wei, a professor at the School of International Studies of Renmin University of China.
  While China is also falling prey to the sanctions on Russia in areas such as regular bilateral trade, Washington has threatened potential “consequences” over China’s future role in the sanctions, experts noted.
  When asked on Wednesday about China’s role in sanctions against Russia, US National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan warned that the G7 sanctions enforcement initiative “will apply to every significant economy and the decisions that any of those economies take to try in an intentional and active way to undermine or weaken the sanctions”.
  Chinese Ambassador to the US Qin Gang said earlier this month that “threats against Chinese entities and businesses, as uttered by some US officials, are unacceptable”.
  “Neither war nor sanctions can deliver peace. Wielding the baton of sanctions at Chinese companies while seeking China’s support and cooperation simply won't work,” Qin wrote in a signed opinion piece in The Washington Post on March 15.
  Wang Peng, a research fellow at Huazhong University of Science and Technology’s Institute of State Governance, said, “The US prefers abusing sanctioning when dealing with other countries, but China will not buy it.”
  Washington has not generally loosened restrictions it has placed on China since 2018, and its policy of containing China has seen no major changes except going deeper into topics such as Asia-Pacific security and the Taiwan question, Wang noted.
  “It won't be a problem if Washington would sit at the table with China to discuss a topic based on mutual respect and an equal footing. And China will not be intimidated by any threats or menaces that expose the US' hypocrisy and lack of confidence,” Wang said.
  Over the past few years, China has also been a major victim of Washington’s unilateral sanctions, and Chinese enterprises, particularly in the high-tech industry, have suffered major losses.
  “The facts show that imposing such sanctions will do harm to both sides, and the US has not obtained any major benefit from them,” said Tao Wenzhao, a researcher at the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences' Institute of American Studies.
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Autonomy key for Europe amid crisis
Beijing highlights need to step up efforts to build continent’s security framework
By ZHANG YUNBI

 Editor’s Note: China Daily presents a series of analyses to make readers around the world better understand the how and why behind China’s views and decisions on the Ukraine situation. This is the third installment of the series.
  As the Ukraine crisis and its impact loom large, an increasing number of European policy insiders are discussing the region’s strategic autonomy, a decades-old concept aiming to boost its independence from outsiders in shaping its own security, diplomatic and economic policy.
  China has voiced consistent support in recent years for Europe’s pursuit of greater strategic autonomy, and Beijing recently has highlighted the urgency of stepping up such efforts and building the region’s security framework.
  The concept of European strategic autonomy nowadays covers a wide range of areas such as security, economy, diplomacy, digitalization and climate change, but security now stands out as the weakest link, officials and analysts said.
  Europe will see its independent role further compromised by geopolitical confrontation if the region fails to draw lessons from the current dilemma and reshape its interaction with the United States and NATO, they added.
  “Since the end of World War II, European countries have been overly dependent on the US and NATO in areas such as security and defense, and in the face of current crisis, all nations should decide their position with a cool head and great prudence,” said Feng Zhongping, director of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences' Institute of European Studies.
  “Although they have realized that they cannot rely too much on Washington, they have failed to reach consensus on topics such as defense and common security, not to mention building an effective security framework,” Feng said.
  During a virtual summit with French and German leaders on March 8, President Xi Jinping said China supports the two countries in promoting a balanced, effective and sustainable European security framework in the interests of the lasting security of Europe, and by upholding its strategic autonomy.
  “China, for its part, has always supported European integration, supported an EU with greater unity and prosperity, and supported European strategic autonomy,” Wang Hongjian, charge d'affaires ad interim of the Chinese mission to the EU, wrote in a signed article on March 31.
  Observers noted that there is still divergence among European countries over strategic autonomy－countries such as France and Germany support the concept while some Eastern European countries disagree amid concerns they may lose defensive support from the US.
  Behind Europe proposing this concept is the fact that it has long been framed by regional countries' alliances with the US, and it faced coercion, had to sacrifice some interests by giving up autonomy and suffered heavy losses in economy, diplomacy and security in past decades, experts said.
  “Washington has succeeded in using the Ukraine crisis to gather European countries around it and boost unity among them, which undermines the continent’s efforts in seeking strategic autonomy”, said Zuo Xiying, a professor at the School of International Studies of Renmin University of China in Beijing.
  “In the long run, Europe may boost its independent role to some extent after the current conflict is settled,” Zuo said.
Building a framework
  In the past month, Beijing has been underscoring the concept that “security is indivisible” in various international venues, calling for a balanced approach that takes into account the security concerns of various countries in Europe, and Russia.
  This concept is key to building a balanced, effective and sustainable regional security framework that is currently not in place, analysts said.
  At a virtual meeting with EU leaders on Friday evening, President Xi noted that Beijing advocates the vision of common, comprehensive, cooperative and sustainable security, and he said that a fundamental solution to the Ukraine crisis would accommodate the legitimate security concerns of all related parties.
  Global and regional security frameworks should no longer be built based on a Cold War mentality, and China supports Europe, Russia, the US and NATO in holding dialogue to face up to the tensions that have built up over the years and find solutions, in order to build a balanced, effective and sustainable security framework in Europe, Xi said.
  Dong Chunling, a research fellow on American studies at the China Institutes of Contemporary International Relations, noted that in the current Ukraine crisis, “countries involved focus on their own security rather than common security, which has led to a vicious circle in which each party seeks security but ends up with insecurity”.
  Washington has been pushing forward NATO’s expansion since the end of the Cold War to contain Russia’s rise and has pushed Russia into a corner, Dong noted.
  “As a result, Europe’s ability to pursue its strategic autonomy has been limited remarkably, and a stable European security framework has yet to be established,” he added.
  China’s vision of common, comprehensive, cooperative and sustainable security, as advocated by President Xi, “offers Chinese wisdom for cracking the current security dilemma and shoring up sustained global security governance”, Dong said.
  In terms of Europe’s security, “the pursuit of absolute security leads to absolute insecurity, and the 'law of the jungle' seeking winner-takes-all will only sow the seeds for greater conflict”, Chinese Ambassador to Greece Xiao Junzheng told local television on March 17.
  Wang Yiwei, director of the Center for European Union Studies at Renmin University of China, noted that NATO has expanded five times and sabotaged Europe’s security framework, leading to the tragedy in Ukraine, the refugee crisis and division in the European continent.
“From China’s point of view, Europe’s security should eventually be settled by the Europeans themselves, and the continent’s security should not target or bypass Moscow also,” Wang said.
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Experts: Don't use crisis to smear China
Washington criticized for information war against Beijing amid Ukraine conflict
By ZHANG YUNBI

 Editor’s Note: China Daily presents a series of analyses to help readers around the world better understand the how and why behind China’s views and decisions on the Ukraine situation. This is the sixth installment of the series.
  Over the past two-and-a-half months, the world has not only seen the Russia-Ukraine conflict continue but also Beijing push back hard against Washington’s allegations that aim to discredit China’s role in the crisis and on other issues.
  The information war tactic helps Washington to attempt to shift blame away from itself for stoking the current turmoil, serves its long-term strategy of coercing China, sabotages global unity and further reduces the prospects of the United States and China making joint efforts to handle hot spot issues, officials and scholars said.
  One of the most recent cases of Washington smearing China was a US State Department statement on its website on May 2 claiming that Chinese officials and media “convey biased Kremlin talking points to audiences” on the Ukraine issue.
  The statement also attacked Beijing’s recent criticism of the US for sponsoring biolabs in Ukraine, saying that China is “amplifying” Russia’s disinformation.
  Jia Qingguo, director of the Institute for Global Cooperation and Understanding of Peking University, said, “During the Trump administration, Washington deliberately launched an information war against Beijing” and China has no choice but to fight back.
  “Washington has its own share of responsibility for the worsening of the US public’s attitude toward China and vice versa, and the negativity that clouds China-US official interactions is unlikely to dissipate in the short term,” Jia said.
  Singaporean Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong sounded the alarm last month on Washington’s recent China narrative regarding the Ukraine crisis, saying that the US-China relationship “is one of the things which will be complicated by Ukraine”.
  “America asks why China does not stand with it. You have to be very careful not to define the problem with Ukraine in such a way that automatically China is already on the wrong side,” Lee said in a dialogue with the Wall Street Journal’s editorial board on April 1.
  Chinese Vice-Foreign Minister Le Yucheng recently lashed out at voices smearing China, such as those demonizing China-Russia cooperation or accusing China of “standing on the wrong side of history” for not joining US-led sanctions against Russia.
  During a webinar on Friday, Le noted that in the ongoing Ukraine crisis, some people have ignored China’s contribution to international security and have “tried to make China take the blame for their own actions”.
  By exaggerating the “friendship has no limits” quote from a recent China-Russia joint statement, some political figures accused Beijing of having “prior knowledge” of Moscow’s operations in Ukraine, and claimed it should be held accountable for these.
  China is not involved in the conflict, and is still less the one who created it, “so how could China be responsible?” Le asked, adding that China “never sets any limit” on cooperation with various countries.
  A major country “only wants to use Ukraine as ‘cannon fodder’ to wear Russia down and sacrifice Ukrainian lives to achieve its own hegemonic ambition and geostrategic goals”, Le added.
  The double standards displayed by these disinformation campaigns of the US and some of its allies throughout the Ukraine crisis have drawn criticism and backfired as many observers took a look at Washington’s track record in earlier wars and conflicts.
  Frank Gardner, the BBC’s security correspondent, noted that “there is the accusation, shared by many, especially in Muslim-majority countries, that the West, led by its most powerful nation－the US－is guilty of hypocrisy and double standards”.
  “In 2003, the US and UK chose to bypass the UN－and much of world opinion－by invading Iraq on spurious grounds, leading to years of violence,” Gardner wrote in an analysis last month.
  “Since the outbreak of the Russia-Ukraine conflict, we have seen Washington－a warmonger who offered weaponry and added fuel to the lingering tension－increasingly blame China while portraying itself as a guardian of peace,” said Xu Yicong, a researcher at the China Foundation for International Studies and a former Chinese ambassador to Cuba.
Washington has spent decades trying to contain Russia and China, and “throughout this conflict, the US is using disinformation tactics to further suppress China, undermine China’s security and thus bolster its own hegemony”, said Xu.
Handling animosity
  A survey published last month by the Pew Research Center shows that over 80 percent of Americans have unfavorable views of China, reaching a record high.
  Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Zhao Lijian said “the unscrupulous and despicable attack on China by some US politicians is the reason behind this”, and some media outlets and think tanks are also following suit and smearing China.
  “We hope you can do more things that are conducive to enhancing China-US relations and refrain from being used as a tool by unscrupulous politicians to denigrate China,” Zhao told reporters at a news conference on April 29.
  Su Xiaohui, deputy director of the China Institute of International Studies' Department of American Studies, said, “Every country has the right to independently decide its own foreign policy.”
  “Driven by the Cold War mentality, the US took the opportunity of the Ukraine crisis to smear China, and behind its attacks is the plan to stoke up bloc-based confrontation, boost its clique and create more divisions in the world,” Su said.
  Faced with groundless allegations and speculation, “China will not back down to any coercion or pressure from outside”, and Beijing has repeatedly asked the US to stop shifting the focus and blame and rethink about its role in the Ukraine crisis, Su said.
  Reva Goujon, senior manager at Rhodium Group, said in an article published on Foreign Policy magazine’s website this month that, “the Biden administration is under growing bipartisan pressure to move beyond a cleanup of the Trump administration’s policies to a more comprehensive containment strategy on China.”
  Last month, Washington confirmed that US Secretary of State Anthony Blinken would release the new US national strategy for China. However, Blinken tested positive for COVID-19 earlier this month and the strategy has yet to be released.
  In a recent article published on the Foreign Affairs magazine’s website, Yan Xuetong, distinguished professor and dean of the Institute of International Relations at Tsinghua University, said that “the United States would not soften its containment policy against China “even if Beijing changed its position regarding the Ukraine crisis.
  Wu Xinbo, dean of the Institute of International Studies at Fudan University, said, “Washington is now faced with remarkable challenge over the Ukraine crisis, and it also needs China’s collaboration on matters such as the Korean Peninsula nuclear issue and the Iran nuclear issue.”
  “Since it needs Beijing’s help in some cases, it must make some changes to its suppression of China and its confrontation-oriented China policy,” Wu said.
  It remains to be seen whether the Biden administration could influence the US public’s opinion of China and rein in the domestic conservative voices that seek to heighten confrontation with China, Wu said.
  “After all, a deadlocked relationship with China does no good to US national interests,” he said.
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