译文
人民政协为民发声

政协进一步完善职能，助力推进国家现代化建设

1949年9月21日，在中华人民共和国成立前夕，来自全国各地的各党派领导人、知识分子、少数民族和海外华人代表齐聚北京，大家众志成城，为建设新中国出谋划策。   

来自五湖四海的代表汇聚一堂，共同参加了中国人民政治协商会议的首次全体会议。 

与会代表响应了1948年5月1日毛泽东主席的号召，参加政治协商会议，团结一致，共同建设新中国。1948年，解放战争（1946-1949）仍在进行中。
政协首次全会意义非凡，为中华人民共和国的成立奠定了基础。9月21日，会议在北京召开，直至9月30日会议才结束。会议围绕核心议题展开深入探讨，议题涉及到首都选址、国旗国歌等内容。10月1日，很多参会人员登上天安门城楼，和毛主席一起共同见证了新中国的诞生。            

自此以后，政协逐渐发展成为一个以政治协商为基础、促进多党合作的重要组织机构。  

倾听民声

政协第十四届全国委员会有2000多名委员，涵盖了34个不同界别，主要包括各民主党派人士、人民团体和各行各业代表。政协委员可以为政府、立法和司法机关建言献策，可以就重大社会政治议题提出相关建议。 

政协委员提出的建议会移交国家领导人和有关政府部门参考。委员建言的话题通常与党和国家的重大任务紧密相连，如经济发展、医疗健康和环境保护等。  

2023年，天津医科大学副校长于春水成为了一名全国政协委员。他的提案包括加强我国居家养老护理员队伍建设、加强我国高端医学技术人才培养质量，推进银发经济高质量发展等等。

于春水的一项提案被相关部门采纳，另一项提案成为年度重点提案，目前有关部门正在推进提案落地。“这使我深刻感受到参政议政工作的成就感。”他说。 

2007年，于春水加入了中国农工民主党，开始亲身实践协商民主。2018年，他成为了天津市政协委员。  

农工民主党是中国八大民主党派之一。当中国共产党提出关于成立新中国的“五一口号”时，农工党积极响应。目前，农工民主党是政协的一个界别。

农工民主党的党员主要是来自医疗健康、人力资源和生态环境保护领域的专业人士。 

“各民主党派是中国特色社会主义参政党，要做中国共产党的好参谋、好帮手、好同事。”于春水说。

他回忆说，他曾经提了一个关于高校老旧设备报废的建议，得到了天津市财政局和教委的高度重视，相关负责同志带队到学校调研，大家通过讨论当场就找到了破解方法，解决了多年来老旧设备无法报废的难题。 

“这次经历也让我体会到建言献策的意义所在。”他说。

经历分享

来自澳门的全国政协委员罗奕龙表示，他对全过程人民民主的理解源自他在河南省的经历，而这个省距他的家乡澳门有1500多公里。

澳门和香港没有自己的政协委员会，所以来自两个特别行政区的杰出代表会被分配到不同的内地省市参加政协活动。

“在澳门，国家会根据个人能力和其在澳门的工作表现，给大家机会参与各个省市的政协活动。”罗奕龙说。  

他曾参与河南政协的工作，并在其中受益匪浅。后来，罗奕龙还带领一些澳门年轻人来到河南，探访中原文化，与当地人进行文化交流。 

“我们希望从历史文化的角度去推动澳门青年朋友认识我们的国家。”罗奕龙说道。目前，他还担任中华全国青年联合会的副主席一职。

他说：“这有助于澳门更好地融入国家发展大局，让我们有机会接触国家的政治制度。”

潘裕萍是一名来自四川省的政协委员，也是我国八大民主党派之一台湾民主自治同盟的盟员。潘裕萍表示，台湾同胞也有机会通过政协参与全过程人民民主。    

在四川省政协会议期间，台湾青年受邀参与其中。台湾青年还参加调研活动，以更好地了解中国大陆的发展，并加深对政治制度和民主过程的理解。 

“这确保他们能够全面了解我们的全过程人民民主。”潘裕萍说。“而且，他们发现这里的生活非常充实，因此，他们也非常愿意和台湾的亲朋好友分享自己在这里的所见所闻。” 

来自香港的凌俊杰也是全国政协委员，他说自己对民主的理解源于一些日常小事，比如一张高铁票。    

广东省广州市南沙区的青年创业基地由于毗邻香港，吸引了不少香港青年前往粤港澳大湾区创业。

然而长期以来，来往交通成为了一项阻碍交流的限制因素。广州香港两地的高铁票需求量大，但常常一票难求。去年，凌俊杰提交了一项提案，建议增加广州南沙与香港之间的高铁班次，助力湾区融合发展。    

“大约三四个月后，广东省的发改委就打电话给我，我很惊讶他们会打给我，然后就聊了很多。”他回忆说。两地高铁班次从每天来回只有四班车，到现在大幅增加。

“不同的政府部门都很认真地对待我提交的提案。”他表示。 

未来职能

9月20日，中共中央总书记、国家主席、中央军委主席习近平在庆祝中国人民政治协商会议成立75周年大会上发表重要讲话强调，要在发展全过程人民民主中把人民政协的显著政治优势更加充分发挥出来。

习近平总书记指出，75年来的实践充分证明，人民政协是中国共产党领导各民主党派、无党派人士、人民团体和各族各界人士在政治制度上进行的伟大创造。

习近平总书记指出，人民政协要发挥人才荟萃、智力密集的优势，聚焦推进中国式现代化等方面的重点难点热点问题，深入推进协商议政。  

习近平总书记强调，要健全深度协商互动、意见充分表达、广泛凝聚共识的机制，加强反映社情民意、联系群众、服务人民机制建设。 

中央社会主义学院教授王小鸿表示，人民政协制度从创立、完善到发展，走过了75载的光辉历程，在各个历史时期都发挥了十分重要的作用。   

人民政协在政治上具有巨大的包容性，王小鸿说。

“从诞生之日起，就能适应我国不同历史时期中心任务的需要和社会状况的变化，适时调整自己的界别构成，把不同阶级、不同阶层、不同信仰、不同利益的人们最大限度地团结起来。”她说。

王小鸿介绍，协商是人民政协制度的鲜明特色和优势所在，有助于促进广泛团结、推进多党合作、实践人民民主。

她说，政协委员从群众中来，向党和政府积极反映群众的呼声和意愿，积极参与民主协商，就重大问题形成共识。   

“另一方面，到群众中去，在群众中广泛宣传阐释党和政府的政策主张，在社会上推动共识的形成。”她说。  

原文

POLITICAL ADVISORY BODY RINGING OUT AS PEOPLE'S VOICE 

CPPCC refines role, looks to help advance nation's modernization drive 

ZHANG YI/SHI XUEFAN/GU YEHUA
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On Sept 21, 1949, shortly before the birth of the People's Republic of China, a diverse array of representatives from across the nation — including leaders of political parties, intellectuals, ethnic minorities and overseas Chinese — converged in Beijing, optimistic about helping shape the country's future.
They had assembled to take part in the inaugural plenary session of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference.
The delegates had responded to Chairman Mao Zedong's call on May 1, 1948, when the War of Liberation (1946-49) was still underway, to engage in a political consultative conference and unite to forge a new nation.
This landmark gathering in Beijing was extended until Sept 30, and laid the groundwork for the establishment of the People's Republic of China. Deliberations centered on key issues such as deciding the location of the capital city, the national flag, and the national anthem. On Oct 1, many of the participants stood shoulder to shoulder with Chairman Mao atop the Tian'anmen Rostrum and bore witness to the birth of New China.
The CPPCC subsequently evolved into a key institution fostering multiparty cooperation, with political consultation forming its bedrock.
 Eager to listen
The 2,000-plus members of the current 14th CPPCC National Committee have been divided into 34 participating groups, mainly political parties, people's organizations and various industries. They serve as advisers for government, legislative and judicial bodies and put forward proposals on major political and social issues.
Their suggestions are sent to State leaders and government departments for reference in making decisions. The topics are closely related to the central tasks of the Communist Party of China and the State, including economic development, healthcare and environmental protection.
Yu Chunshui, vice-president of Tianjin Medical University, became a member of the CPPCC National Committee last year. His proposals have included strengthening the provision of home-care nursing staff, enhancing the training of talent in the high-end medical technology field, and promoting the high-quality development of the silver economy.
One of his proposals has been adopted by government departments. Another has been designated as a key proposal for this year, and is under deliberation by the relevant departments. "This gives me a deep sense of achievement in political consultation work," he said.
His participation in consultative democracy started in 2007 when he joined the Chinese Peasants and Workers Democratic Party. He later became a member of the Tianjin Municipal Committee of the CPPCC in 2018.
His party was among the eight non-CPC parties that expressed their support for the CPC's call to launch the New China and then became a participating group in the CPPCC.
The Chinese Peasants and Workers Democratic Party primarily consists of members with expertise in the healthcare, human resources, natural resources and ecological protection sectors.
"All democratic parties are participatory parties of socialism with Chinese characteristics and should be good advisers, assistants, and colleagues of the CPC," Yu said.
He recalled proposing a solution to challenges a university faced in disposing of outdated equipment. Officials from Tianjin's finance and education departments visited the university, discussed the issue, and quickly came up with a solution to the long-standing problem.
"The experience made me understand the significance of consultative democracy," he added.
Sharing experiences
Alvis Lo Iek-long, a member of the National Committee of the CPPCC from Macao, said his understanding of whole-process people's democracy comes from his experiences in Henan, a province located over 1,500 kilometers away from the special administrative region.
Macao and Hong Kong do not have their own CPPCC committees. Outstanding representatives from the two special administrative regions can be assigned to different mainland provinces and cities.
"In Macao, we are offered opportunities to participate in different provincial and municipal CPPCC activities, depending on our work performance and capabilities," Lo said.
He benefited from this experience and served on the CPPCC Henan Provincial Committee. Lo later brought some young people from Macao to Henan to explore the Central Plains culture and integrate with the local people.
"From a historical and cultural perspective, we aimed to help our young people understand our country better," said Lo, who also serves as vice-chairman of the All-China Youth Federation.
"This can enable Macao to better integrate into the overall development of our nation. It provides youth in Macao with opportunities to engage with our national political system."
Pan Yuping, a national political adviser based in Sichuan province, is a member of the Taiwan Democratic Self-Government League, one of the eight non-Communist political parties. Taiwan compatriots also have the chance to participate in whole-process people's democracy through the political advisory body, Pan said.
During Sichuan Provincial CPPCC meetings, Taiwan youth are invited to participate. They also take part in research tours to better understand the development of the mainland, and increase their understanding of the political system and democratic procedures.
"This ensures they gain a thorough understanding of our whole-process people's democracy," Pan said. "And, they find life here is very fulfilling, so they are keen to share their positive experiences with their friends and family back in Taiwan."
Clarence Ling Chun-kit, a CPPCC National Committee member from Hong Kong, said his understanding of democracy is reflected in something as simple as a train ticket.
The youth entrepreneurship base in Nansha district in Guangzhou, Guangdong province, is close to Hong Kong and draws young people from Hong Kong to embark on entrepreneurial journeys in the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area.
However, transportation had long hampered the process, as train tickets between the cities are in high demand and often sold out. Last year, Ling submitted a proposal to increase the frequency of trains between Nansha and Hong Kong to foster greater regional integration.
 "About three to four months later, the Guangdong Development and Reform Commission called me. I was surprised, because I didn't expect them to contact me. Then we had a long chat," Ling recalled.
The number of high-speed train services, which used to be only four round trips per day, has since been increased. "I submitted proposals and different government departments took them very seriously," he said.
 Future role
At a meeting celebrating the 75th founding anniversary of the CPPCC held in Beijing on Sept 20, President Xi Jinping called for further giving full play to the salient political advantage of the political advisory body in developing whole-process people's democracy.
It has been proven through practice over the past 75 years that the CPPCC is an innovative political system involving political parties, prominent individuals without party affiliation, people's organizations, and people from all walks of life and all ethnic groups under the leadership of the CPC, said Xi, also general secretary of the CPC Central Committee and chairman of the Central Military Commission.
The CPPCC should leverage its strength in pooling talent and wisdom to focus on addressing major, difficult and hot spot issues in areas such as the advancement of Chinese modernization, and enhance consultation and deliberation, he said.
Xi stressed the importance of improving the mechanism that ensures thorough consultation and interactions, where diverse opinions are expressed fully and broad consensus is reached, as well as the construction of the mechanism reflecting social conditions and public opinion, and engaging with and serving the people.
Wang Xiaohong, a professor at the Central Institute of Socialism, said that the CPPCC has embarked on a remarkable 75-year journey, evolving through refinement and development, and playing a pivotal role across various historical epochs.
The CPPCC epitomizes substantial inclusivity in the realm of politics, Wang said.
 "It adapts to the evolving core tasks and shifting societal landscapes throughout China's history, and adeptly adjusts its composition to foster the broadest possible unity among individuals from diverse classes, strata, beliefs, and interests," she said.
A defining characteristic and strength of the political advisory body is its emphasis on consultation, which serves to cultivate widespread unity, propel multiparty cooperation, and uphold the principles of people's democracy, Wang said.
CPPCC members hailing from the grassroots, actively convey the voices and aspirations of the populace to the Party and government, and engage in democratic deliberations to forge consensus on critical matters, she said.
"Simultaneously, they engage with the public, disseminating and elucidating the policy stances of the Party and government to foster consensus-building within society," Wang added.
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